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His Majeſlies Commiſſionar. 


Aving ſeriouſly conſidered with our ſelyes that nothing in this - 
n world is ſo pretious, and ought to be ſo deare unto u$as qurRe- 
ligion, that the diſcaſes of this Kirk after long toleration did threaten 
no lefle then her owne ruine,and expiring of the trueth of Religion at _ 
laſt. And that a free generall Aſlembly wasthe ordinarie remedie ap- 
pointed by: divine authoritiez and bleſſed by divine providence in o- , 
ther Kirks; and after a ſpeciall manner in the Kirk of Scotland; Wee 
have often and earneſtly ſupplicated for the ſame; and have laboured to 
| remove what was objeQed, or what we could conceive to bee any 
hinderance to the obtaining of our deſire, like as wee have now for 
the ſame goodend reſolved to returne this Anſwer to the particulats 
proponed to be performed by us before an Aſſembly be indifted. . 
The particulars proponed are either matters Eccleſialtick or civil}: 
Eccleſiaſtick or kirk matters are, the firſt concerning: Miniſters de- 
poſed or ſuſpended by the preſbyrteries, ſince the firſt of Februar laſt 
without warrant of the Ordinar, that they be reponed yo their own _ 
places. The ſecond,concerning Moderators of pre{bytrys depaſed fince,.. . 
the forſaid day to be reponed, and all Moderators appointed byche  ? 
Hfaid preſbyterics without warrant forſaid to deſiſt from executing 
the office of Moderator. The third,anent Miniſters admitted ſince the 
day forſaid,that they deſiſt from exerciſing the funRiog of the Miniſte- 
rie in that place to which they had beene admitted, Theſe three par- 
ticulars doc conceine the power, duetie and particular facts or faults 
of preſbyreries, wherein wee have no pdwer to judge and determine 
whether they haye lawfully proceeded or nor, far lefle can we urge or - 
command them to altar or recall what they have determined or done, ._ 
inthe ſuſpending, depoling or admitting of Miniſters, or Moderators: / 
they being properly ſubject to the. ſupertour Aſlemblies.of theKirk, 
andin this caſe and condition of the Kirk, to the generall Aſtembly, 
where if they ſhall-now after tryall juſtifie their. proceedings from the - | 
. 200d warrants of Scripturez. Treaſon, and of the aQts and practiſes 'of 
the Kirk, they ought ſuſtaine their own deſerved cenſure. And fincg | 
upon. the-one ſide there be many , complaints, againſt the, prelars fo; 
their-uſuepation over:;Praſbytexies in the. like particulars: And ont 
-other (ide: there bee ſuch complaints* of-;thedgings and diſorders, ob4% 
preſbytcries to the offeuce of the Prelats: We tri 


that his Majef} 
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diet” not agenerall Atlembly : out rather a powertull and principal 
motive with (pecd toconveene the fame, as the proper judicatoric for 
determining ſuch dangerous and univerfall differences of the Kirke, 
Neither doe wee heare that avy Minſters are depoſed: but ſome on« 
ly ſuſpended during this mnterim , till a generall Aflembly for their 
erroncous doctrine and flagitious life: $o that it were molt offtenlive to 
| God, diſgraccfull ro Religion, and ſcandalous to the peopli to repone 
them to their pl:ces2till they be trycd and cenſured. AndCconcerning 
 Modcrators none of them (as we anderſtand,) are depoſed, but fone 
only changed, which is very ordinary in this Kirk: 

The fourth, anent the reparing of Paxochiners to their own Kirks, 
and thar Elders afift their Miniſter i the diicipline of the Kirk, ought 
 tobee cognoſced and judged by the pazticular Prefbyteric, ro which 
the Parochiners and elders are ſubject, lince the cauſe may bee in the 
Miniſters no lefſe then the parochiners and elders. Andincaſe they 
finde no redrc lc therezto aſcend ullthey come toa gencrall Afl: mbly, 
the want whereof mak«s diſorders to be multiplyed both in preſbyr.= 
ries and parc:.ches. "4 
To the ſixth, that Miniſters waite-upon their owne Kirks; and thar 
none of them come to the aſſembly or: place where the ſame is keep- 
ed: but ſuchas ſhall be choſen Commiſtionars from preſbyte ies, 

Wee aniwere , that none are to come tothe place cf the allem- 
bly, bur ſuch as are either allowed by commillion, or other-wiſe 
have ſuch intereſt as they can approve to his Majeltics Commiſhtonar, 
and the Aſlembly conveened. 

To the ſeventh, anent the appointing of Moderators of prcſbyte- 
ries to be Commiſſionars to the general aflembly: only contiang hic- 
derarours who ccaſcd long tuicc, were found inthe all{gmbly 1606. 
( which y t was never reputed by this Kirk to be a lawfull national a{- 
- {embly )to- be neceflirie members of a generall aſſembly. And if both 
the Moderators. Who if they be n:cellarie members need not to bee 
choſ'n, and the choſen Commiſſionars repare to. the allembly : 
th: Aſſembly ir (clf canjudge belt of the members where-of, it ought 
to bee conſtitute, 

Tothe nynth, that no laick whatſoever meddte with the choofing 
BS Commilſſionars for the preſbyteries, and no Miniſter without his 
Sawac preſbytgrie ; Wee fay that according to the order of the Kirk 
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none but: Mwiſtezs and Etucrs vt AirK9 ought i dave Voce ar Luiwys 


fing Commiſſionars for pre ſbyteries: And that no Miniſter or Eldcr.. 


ought to have voice in clection, but in his own preſbyrerie, 


The 1eſt of the particulars are civill matters, as the fifth, anent 


the paying of the rentsand itipendsof Bifhups and Miniſters; Cons 
cerning Which wee can {ay no further bur that the Lawes are paten? 
for them as others his Majeites ſfubj.&ts. And that the generall aflem 
bly ought notto be deliaycc! upon any complain of that Kinde. 

The eight, requiring that Biſhops and other Miniſters may bee 
ſecured in their pertons: We thinke 1o reaſonable, that wee will pro- 
miſe evcrie onz of us for our own parts they thall (uffer no violence 
from us, and ſhall hinder others fo far as we may, and if any trouble 
them ocherwite, or make them any kinde of moleſtation in that atten= 
dance, except by order of Law : the parties are julily puniſhable ac- 
cording to the degrie ot their faulr as other ſubjects arc. 

To the tenth» concerving the dill>lving of all convocations 6 mcet= 
ings and the peaceableneile of the Countrie. Thee meetings being 
keeped for no other end, but for conſulcing about lawfull remedies 
againult ſuch prefiing grievances as threaten the defolation of this Kirk 
and State, cannot be aitlolved nl the evils be removed: And we truſt 
char nothing in thete our mectings hath. eſcaped us, which carricth 
in itthe ſmalleſt appearance of unduetifulnefſe, or which may-ſecme 
to tend to the breach of the common peace 3 But although our adver- 
{aries have heerein calumnmiated us, yet we have alwayes ſo behaved 
our {clves as befeemed his Majeſties moſt humble and loyall ſubjets, 
peiitioning his Majctuc for alegall :edrefie of our juſt grievances. 


To the laſt, concerning the Covenant: the Commiſſioner his G. 


having many timesahd moſt inſtantly prefſed us with that point. We 
did f1:it by invincible reaſons make manike & that we could nor with=- 
our {inning againſt God and vur conſciences, and without wrong done 
to this na'10vall Kirk, and the poſteritie, reſcinde or alter thc lame, 
And thereafter did at length cleare the fame of all unlawfull combi- 
nation againſt authori:y by our laſt Supplication 8 declaration, which 
his Majcitics Commifhonar accepted asthe moſt readie and power- 


full of all other meanes which could come within the compalle cf our 


thoughts to give his Majeltie fatisfaftion.. The Subſcr;prion ofthis our 
Contcfhon of Faith ang Covenant, being an act ſo evidently tending 


to the gloric of God, the Kings honour, and happincle of the King: 


dome, 


\ 
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wary ot our hearts: lt 1s our ardent and cons: un :aichire, and heartic 
with that both his Majeſtie, and all his good Subje&s may bee par- 
takers of the ſame comfort : Like as we, finde our felves bound by 
conſcience and by the Covenant it ſelfe to perſwade all his Majeſties 
good Subjects tojoyne with us for the good of Religion, his Maje- 
ſtics honour, and the quyetneſle of the Kingdome, which being mo- 
deſtly uſcd by us without preſſing or threatning of the meaneſt, wee 
hope ſhall never give hisMajcſtie the leaſt cauſe of diſcontent. . 
-* Sccing therefore according to our power and intereſt weeare moſt 
willing to remove all hinderances, that things may bee carried in a 
peaceable manner worthie of our profeſiion and Covenant, doe aym? 
-at nothing but the good of the Kingdome, and preſervation of the 
Kirk, which by conſumption and combuſtion is like to bee deſpe- 
rately diſcaſed, except remedie ſome way be ſpeedily provided; and 
delightto uſe no other meanes but ſuch as are legall, and have beene 
ordinarie in this Kirk ſince the reformation, We are confident that 
withont further delay for preventing of greater evills and mileries 
than wee can expreſſe,Qur juſt deſires ſhall bec granted; So ſhall we 
' bee incouraged in the peace of our ſoules {till to pray for his Majeſtic 


all encreaſe oftrue honour and happineſle. 


FINIS. 


